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none can taste the god-like pleasure reserv- 
ed to the patriot saviour, who hath not 
first acutely felt the pain of contemplating 
public wrongs and calamites, the citizens 
of Westminster would have to regret, that 
the wrongs and calamities of their country 
should have made the principal theme of 
this their first salutation of your Royal 
Highness, in the character of Regent. 

But having not failed to dwell also with 
emphasis on that Reform, which is the sole 
remedy for the nation's political evils, they 
trust they have given the best proof of 
(Jieir anxiety that the blessings of a 
grateful people should await your Royal 
Highness; and that by all posterity your 
name should be venerated as long as hu- 
man records shall endure. 

It is thus, Sir, the Citizens of Westmin- 
ster give you their pledge, that, in all 
your exertions for saving the State, they, 
with life and fortune, are determined to 
stand by your Royal Highness. 

The following Resolutions were then 
proposed, and unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That this Meeting think it 
right to make it known to the Prince Re- 
gent their sentiments on public affairs 
particularly on the absolute necessity of a 
Parliamentary Reform, not only lor his 
Royal Highiiess's own consideration, but 
in a hope also, that, in case of surrender- 
ing his charge, he may report the same to 
his Majesty's evil Counsellors ; having, for 
many years past, deprived the people of 
this realm of access to the throne. 

Resolved, That this Meeting approve 
and adopt the Address which has been now 
read.' 

Resolved, That the High Bailiff, toge- 
gether with Sir Frauds Burdett, our Re- 
presentative, are requested to present to 
the Prince Regent the dutiful Address of 
this Meeting. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Elec- 
tors of Westminster are due, and are 
hereby given, to their faithful Representa- 
tive, Sir Francis Burdett, for his unquali- 
fied denial of an assertion made in Decem- 
ber last, " That the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons of Great Britain 
and Ireland, do lawfully, freely, and fully 
represent all the Estates of the People 
of this Realm." contrary to notorious fact 
—a fact, and a wrong, of which the peo- 
ple of this Realm have so long and so con- 
stantly complained, but unfortunately 
without redress. 



SUBSCRIPTION IN IRELAND TO IMDEMNJtr 
PETES F1NNERTY. 

Information was conveyed to Peter 
Finoerty, that a subscription had been 
opened in the North of Ireland. He thus 
writes in reply : — 

DEAR SIR, 

Your kind letter has reached me, I am, 
I assure you, highly gratified to find that 
my conduct is honoured by the approba- 
tion of men of such sentiments. My ex- 
ertions were such as I thought due to my 
cause, my country, and my charac- 
ter; and I had resolved so to act what- 
ever consequences might follow. The 
consequences that have followed are severe 
enough to gratify malignity itselt. The 
place in which I am allowed the oppor- 
tunity of sleeping, is wretched, and the 
spirit of oppression extends to such mi- 
nutis, that I really cannot help smiling 
at. the impotent malice which institutes 
such arrangements. They shall gain no- 
thing, for I am determined to lose nothing 
by such a system. They may injure my 
health, which thank God, notwithstanding 
all the privations to which I am sub- 
jected, is better than it was upon my ar- 
rival—but my mind— they cannot affect. 
— No : the position I have taken, I am re- 
solved to maintain. I have always thought 
that the advocate of liberty who shrinks 
in the hour of trial, does a greater injury 
to the cause than the most unqualified 
tyrant ; for cowardice is the great en- 
couragement of tyranny. The tyrant, from 
feeling, would conciliate from policy, if 
convinced of the inefficacy of coercion. 
Yet how strong is the evidence which 
Ireland affords that coercion is not the 
system applicable to her government. — 
How indocile are the knaves and fools 
who do not yet know us ; who are not 
to be taught by the many impressive ex- 
amples which our countrymen have af- 
forded, that the history of the world 
does not present an instance of a na- 
tion so difficult to be subdued by force, 
and yet so easy to be conciliated by kind- 
ness. But if they will pursue their sys- 
tem, we must preserve our character ; and 
let the care of every friend of liberty, 
be, that his conduct shall present nothing 
to encourage the calculation of any tyrant 
or to excuse the timidity of any slave, 
I have been and am most vigorously treat- 
ed ; the people of Lincoln feel very libe- 
rally towards me. The English, living out 
of the pale of corruption and the court, 
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1 have, ai ways found to be good. They do 
not feel so soon as our countrymen, but 
they often feel quite as strongly and re- 
tain that feeling sometimes longer. 

1 thank you for the generosity of your 
purpose, with regard to me j 
And I am, &c. 
Yours truly, 

P. riNNERTT. 

Skkcrifiimis/or PET&R FimsaXT. 

£. s. d. 

John Hancock...... 5 

William Drennan, M.D. 5 

Robert Tciinent, 5 

William John Hancock,.... 10 

Afemale ; afriend to Irish Patriots, 1 2 9 

James Luke, 10 

A Friend to Truth, 1 1 8 

James Dickson,.. 5 

Peter Winnington, 5 

John Hawkins, 5 

John M'Corry, 5 

Michael Corragan, 5 

Patrick Williamson, 5 

Joseph Weir, , 2 6 

Larry Bradley, 2 6 

A Friend unknown, 12 9 

A Friend to the liberty of the 

Press, 5 O. 

Robert M'Dcnvell, 1 0, 

Andrew Marshall, 1 

Robert Ramsey, Derrv, 2 5 6 

William Tucker, .'. 1 2 9 

Thomas M'Cabe, 12 9 

James Nicholson, Be>sbrook,... 2 

Moses Dawson, 10 

George M'Adam, 10 

Joh:iGillis,. _ 10 

Joseph Smyth, 10 

Josias Montgomery, 5 

Hugh Fisher, 2 6 

Washington Dawson, O 2 6 

John M'Lister, 2 6 

William Kelly, 2 6 

John Murphy 2 6 

Subscriptions aie received by Robert 
Tcnnent, Belfast; John Hancock, J_,isburn; 
and James Nicholson,. Bestbrook, near 
Newry. 

If much exertions have not been used 
by the collectors to persuade subscribers 
to offer, they decline to intrude them- 
selves, because thev wis,h to see the people 
come forward in their own cause, for such 
undoubtedly it is. Instead of a struggle 
between two individuals, it is a contest on 
a.much broader basis. It is in fact a strug- 
gle whether the liberty of the perss shall 



be supported in the person of Peter Piiiner- 
ty. The people' must now decide the ques- 
tion. The liberty of the press can only be 
vindicated by producing the conviction, 
that the friends of free discussion wilt n«t 
be left unsupported. Between a shackled 
press, and an overbearing exertion of au- 
thority, which would preveat discussion^ 
only so far as men in power might judge 
reasonable, there is no difference. If the 
people through a fear to give offence, or 
fro man ill-judged regard to selfim interests, 
neglect the cause of the liberty of the 
press, it will probably fall, and with it 
the liberties of the people will soon t'ol* 
low, either to fall to rise no more, or ta 
be resuscitated with those convulsions 
which attend re-animation. 

LIBERTY OF THE TRESS. 

Crown and Anchor Tavern, London, 1811, 
SIR, 

The committee " requested to manage* 
the Subscription entered into for the pur- 
pose of indemnifying and supporting Mr. 
Fiunerty " have directed me to communi- 
cate the following resolutions, and to re- 
quest your co-operation. 

S. BROOKS, ESQ. in the chair. 

Resolved, " Th»t active means he take» 
for promoting the Subscription, the object 
of which is not only pecuniary indemnity, 
but also, by the number of the Sub- 
scribers, a manifestation of the feeling 
of the countrv, for the important service 
rendered by Mr. Finnerty, in his late 
manly and able effort to vindicate the Li- 
berty of the Press. 

" That it is desirable to have the Sub- 
scription published .in the provincial pa- 
pers, with the name of some gentleman in 
the neighbourhood added to the List of 
persons advertised to receive subscriptions, 
who should be requested to forward, from 
time to time, a list of the names and sums 
subscribed to the Secretary, in order to 
their insertion in the General List." 

Annexed you have the Resolutions of 
the General Meeting. 

Any communications addressed to me, 
at No. 110, Strand, will be punctually at- 
tended to. 

I am, Sir your obedient servant, 

A. THISTLE WOOD, Secretary. 

MR. FINNEKTr. 

At a meeting, convened by advertise- 
ment in the public papers, hejd at the 
Crown and Anchor tavern, in the Strand, 
on Wednesday, the 20th day of February, 
1811, sir Francis burdett in the chair, 
resolved unanimously, 
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1st. That the late manly and able effort 
of Mr. Finnerty, in the Court of King's- 
Bench, to vindicate the Liberty of the 
Press, and maintain the best rights of 
Englishmen, deserves our warmest thanks. 

2d. That in consequence thereof, and of 
his removal from his business and connec- 
tions, by the sentence of the court to the 
distant jail of Lincoln, it is proper and 
necessary that a Public Subscription be in- 
stituted to defray the expences he has been 
compelled to incur by the prosecution, at 
the instigation of Lord Castlereagh, and 
in collecting evidence in Ireland, and also 
to provide for his support. 

3d. That the following gentlemen be re- 
quested to form a committee (with power 
to add to their numbers), to manage the 
Subscription, and defray the expenses at- 
tendant thereon; and likewise to appoint 
two proper persons as trustees, by whom, 
in conjunction with the committee, the mo- 
nies collected shall be disposed of in what- 
ever way may appear to them most be- 
neficial to Mr. Finnerty. 

COMMITTEE. 

Major Cartwright Mr. Worthington. 
Mr. Aid. Wood Mr. Chatfield. 

Mr. P. Mallet 
Resolved unanimously, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to Sir Francis 
Burdett, for his able and judicious conduct 
in the chair. 

A. ThisTLEWood, Secretary, 
Subscriptions are received by E. Lang- 
ley, esq. Edgware Road ; Thomas Hardy, 
] 67, Fleet Street ; Mr. Miller, Skinner St. 
and at the Bar of the Crown and Anchor, 
Tavern, Strand. 

A request to insert the following Prospectus is 

most readily granted. 

AN INDEPENDENT PAPER. 

On Tuesday 30th day of April, 1811, will 
be published the first number of 
THE DUBLIN EVENING EXPRESS. 
Days of publication — Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days and Saturdays. 

PROSPECTUS. 

The candidate for public favor has been 
accustomed, since the earliest time, to do 
the honors of his own introduction. This 
task he generally accomplishes, by exalting 
his pretensions, by avowing his party, and 
by remarking on those whose competition 
he fears, or whose possession he seeks to 
disturb. Of this old established system, 
the conductors of the Dublin evening 
express will but adopt the part of frankly 
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stating their views, and of confessing theif 
principles. Beyond the merit of this de- 
ckrati n, they will not feign titles to nc-- 
tice; nor prematurely urge any claim 
which they may possess. As to labouring 
to enhance this merit, by a contrast with 
existing prints, they have only to mention, 
that their plan supersedes, and their opini- 
on rejects so paltry and invidious an aid. 

But still for him who comes forward so- 
liciting the attention of a community, and 
appealing to its free choice, it is not so 
properly a right, as it is a duty, to mani- 
fest, at the very outset, the leading max- 
ims he will follow ; to what object his 
ambition impels him, and by what motives 
and what length of enterprize he will 
venture, in the pursuit. He is called upon 
to furnish a standard, by which his future 
services shall be ascertained, or his aposta- 
cy may be reproved : but, most of all, he 
should proclaim by what rules and limits 
he will administer that power, into which 
he desires to be admitted. These observa- 
tions, always important, apply with su- 
preme force to the conductors of a public 
print, of which .the range must be either? 
widely beneficial, or widely desolating to 
society. A free Press, honestly and pure- 
ly employed, if popularly supported, is 
the proof of a nation at once independent 
and good. It hastens the march of civili- 
zation by its rapid facilities of intercourse ; 
it arms the spirited morality of a people, 
in defence of the most humble right 
that may be assailed by the greatest pow- 
er. This same freedom, when venally 
usurped and brutally misused, does no- 
thing less than transfer the sceptre of pow- 
er and the authority of opinion, from the 
laws, and from the virtuous, to the hired 
exterminator of both, and, with both of 
these, of all that they shelter or ennoble. 
An unprincipled Press is a common poi- 
soner of the necessary elements to liberty 
and life, of the circulating air and public 
water springs. It feigns a thousand crimes, 
and it exasperates all miseries : it stands as 
the ready handmaid of decried, incapable 
men, to avenge their bad cause upon man- 
kind, by demolishing all character, be- 
cause for them it is lost, and by under- 
mining all eminence, because for them it 
is unattainable. 

The proprietors of the Dublin evening 
express are willing and anxious to make 
it known, that the complexion of their 
print shall be Catholic in every reaso- 
nable sense of the word, political, patri- 
otic, religious. They add, that their ma- 
sk 



